


A Watercolour of The  Queens Arms in 1827 by Thomas Carter Galpin.



”An Indenture between Frances 

Limbry one part and John 

Stokes of Lyme Regis in the 

county of Dorset, gentleman 

and Elizabeth, his wife of the 

other part for the sum of eighty 

pounds sell all that Messuage at 

Charmouth known by the name 

of the Queens Armes -

December 1671”.

William Bowdythe holds by copy 

dated 22 Jul 1546, a messuage or 

cottage and 2 acres of land viz; a 

curtilage and le Common close.for

lives of himself and brother Robert; 

fine 40s , rent 20s ‘this is fairest 

house [in] the town and buylded

by the last abbot of Foorde.’ This 

house granted to Roger Collwill

and his children, Nicholas and 

Rebecca, by copy 28 1561; fine £6. 

Early records of The Queens Arms

An abstract from Sir William Peter`s Survey of Charmouth in 1564

Frances Limbry`s sale of the Queens Arms in 1671



Charmouth at the time of the ownership by the Abbot of Forde showing the boundary wall and bank. 



Catherine of Aragon 1485 - 1536 The Pomegranate and Tudor Rose

The Abbots House its association with Catherine of Aragon.



A copy of the original Sale of Charmouth to Sir William Petre by Queen Elizabeth I in 1564.

Copy of the sale by Queen Elizabeth of the village in 1564

Queen Elizabeth I (1533—1603)



The initials for Thomas Charde that can be seen on the exterior of Forde Abbey and The Abbots House. 

Thomas Charde Initials at Forde Abbey Thomas Charde Initials at Forde Abbey

Thomas Chardes Gateway and Hall at  Forde Abbey Thomas Charde Initials above doorway of the Abbots House



The original entrance that was discovered by Stapleforth soon after his purchase of the Abbots House.

A Photograph of the doorway soon after it was revealed in 1930 The doorway today after recent restoration



Roger Colwill 1588

William Bowdythe holds by copy dated 22 Jul 1546, a messuage or cottage and 2 acres of land viz; a 

curtilage and le Common close.for lives of himself and brother Robert; fine 40s , rent 20s ‘this is fairest 

house [in] the town and buylded by the last abbot of Foorde.’ This house granted to Roger Collwill

and his children, Nicholas and Rebecca, by copy 28 1561; fine £6

1588

The Will for Roger Colwell 

Clothier. I give 12 pence to the 

Cathedral of Bristol. 5 shillings to 

the Church of Charmouth. I give 

to my son Nicholas and his wife 

Edith my tenement in the Manor 

of Charmouth in which William 

Rockett now dwelleth for four 

score and ten years. I give my 

tenement in Charmouth where

Elizabeth Blackford, widow lives 

to Rebecca my daughter. I give to 

John Norris, my brother in law of 

Eype 12 pence. I make Alice, my 

wife my sole Executrix witnesses 

john Lymbery



References to Ralph and Thomas Tibbes – Stewards of Charmouth

Joan Tybbes widow of Ralf Tybbes, holds during her 

widowhood, lands called Nythewayes, parcels of land 

called Newland lying in 4 closes, 18 acres of land, 2 of 

meadow and 16 of pasture; to hold for lives of herself and 

Thomas Tybbes (dead) by copy dated 23 Apr 1525, under 

no fine because the rent of 16s 8d has increased in total to 

26s 8d pa. Reversion alleged granted to William Lymbery

(dead), Philip Lymbery (dead) and Henry Lymbery, sons 

of William, 16 Apr 1548

The said John Lymbery holds by copy dated 29 Sep 1545, 

24 acres of land viz;; 2 closes of pasture called Yandover

(18 a), and les Cleves there (6 a); for the lives of himself 

and John his son; fine 66s rent 26s 4d.

Thomas Tybbes has at this time shown me a patent of 

£5 a year if the exercising of the office of Bailiff, 

granted it appears, by the last abbot of Ford, albeit 

Tybbes has not enjoyed the same as it is reported in 

his time. The patent was granted to the father of 

Tybbes & to himself jointly as may appear.



Sir William Petre and Sir John Petre, Lords of The Manor of Charmouth from 1564 until 1575  

Sir William Petre 1505 – 1572 Sir John Petre 1549 - 1613



Buildings that were  once owned by The Limbrys in the 16th Century

The Elms (Mann`s Tenement)

Badgers (Foxley Farmhouse)

Little Lodge (Yandover)

Charmouth House ( The Fountain Inn)



Andrew Limbry inherits 

East part of Charmouth

House and Sea Weston

died in 1692

Edward Limbry

Mariner of Lyme Regis

Dies 1646

William Limbry inherits west

part of Charmouth House,

Manns and Yandover)

1601 - 1674

Edith Bridgett

Limbry

John 

Osborne

Joan Limbry

Inherits 

Foxley Farm

.

Edward Limbry

Purchases Abbots House. Yandover, The Elms, Charmouth

House and other properties from Sir John Petre in 1575

an income of £50 a year in  1588 died in 1614

(1) John Limbry the Elder

Mariner 

Inherits most of

Estate from his father

Joan

Mary . Joan
(1) Chappel

Alias Hutchens.
(2)James Parsons

John Limbry

John Lush

Married 

in 1654 

John Limbry - born in Charmouth

A Mariner  living in Ratcliffe, Stepney

Inherits Abbots House 

Married 1634, died before 1670

Frances James 

sells the Abbotts House in 1671

or £80 to John Stoakes

1617 - 1682 

Martha Limbry

Born and

Died in 1637

Frances Limbry

Married in 1658

1638 -

William

Thwaites of

Ratcliff,

Frances 

Thwaites

1663 -

John Thwaites

1659 -

(2) Walter Whiting

A Mariner

Living in Ratcliffe, Limehouse

Died in 1625

The Limbry Family Tree



I Bequeathe to my son, Andrew 

Limbry a Messuage in Charmouth

where I now dwell and one situated in 

Sea Weston unto my son, William 

the moiety on the east lying and 

being west part unto the said 

Andrew. Also I give to my son, 

Andrew my tenement called Manns

and my tenement called Yandover

lying in Charmouth and the west part 

of Sea Common lying in Charmouth. 

Edith now wife of William Limbry. I 

give unto my daughter, Bridget, the 

wife of John Osborne one yearly sum 

of four pounds out of the tenement 

called Manns. I give unto my 

daughter, Joan five pounds. I make 

my sons William and andrew my 

executors.

Edward Limbry`s Will of 1645 

The Tomb for John Limbry and his 

daughter Margaret Stuckly who 

was buried in 1658.



An Indenture between Frances Limbry of Ratcliff in county of Middlesex, widow, William Thwaites of Ratcliff( lime 

house), aforesaid Mariner and of Frances, his wife of the one part and John Stoakes of Lyme Regis in the county 

of Dorset, gentleman and Elizabeth, his wife of the other part for the sum of eighty pounds sell all that Messuage 

at Charmouth in the county of Dorset commonly called or known by the name of the Queens Armes and all 

houses, outhouses, stables, barns, orchards, etc. and all those two little plots of ground containing 3/4 acre out of 

the common land of Charmouth with the plot of waste land lying by the Havenside on one part where a lime kiln 

formerly stood and containing by estimation 1/4 acre 23rd December 1671”.

Frances Limbry`s sale of The Abbots House to John and Elizabeth Stokes for £80 in 1671



1634 Marriage of John Limbury of Ratcliffe, 

Mariner and Frances James by License. 

1637 JUNE 25TH Plague Burial -Martha, 

daughter of John Limbrey of Ratcliffe, 

Mariner and Frances his wife. 

1681 Frances Limbery, Widow of Ratcliff 

in  the Parish of Stepney aged about 65. 

There is also a deed in Dorset Reord Office (D-FRY/83) where in 1625 John Lymbry the Elder assigns Land in Charmouth

to Walter Whiting of Limehouse, Middlesex which confirms their earlier link.

I give and bequeathe unto the four children of my wife, Joanne that she had by her former 

husband to wit, john, Sara,Rebecca and Margaret Limbry four shillings apiece.

Walter Whitinge of Limehouse’s Will of 1625

Records relating to John and Frances Limbry of Ratcliffe, Limehouse,

After his John Limbury`s death, his wife Joan was 

to move to Ratcliff with her 4 children and marry 

Walter Whiting, a Mariner. This would explain why 

her eldest child, John never returned to 

Charmouth. Walter Whitting`s Will is very extensive 

and refers to her previous marriage. 



King Charles Stay for one night at the Abbots House on the 22nd September 1651

King Charles II escape Plaque on outside of House

Front of House with plaque Royal Oak Inn in Charmouth



George and Margaret Wade- Tenants of Queens Arms from 1642 until 1671



John and Elizabeth Stoake`s sale of The Abbots House to Eleanor Floyer for £140 in 1673

1679 George Wade Was buried 1685 Margaret Wade was buried



King Charles II return to Charmouth in 1671



Eleanor Floyer –Owner of The Abbots House from 1671 - 1673

Sir William Pole (1561-1635) – Lord of the Manor of Charmouth

Berne Manor, Whitchurch Canoncorum

Shute Manor House



Eleanor Floyer`s gift of The Abbot`s House to her daughters  in 1673 



Rev. John Brice occupied The Abbots House from 1676 until 1717



John Brice`s bequest to the Congregational Church of the Abbots House in 1716

Description of transaction on front of Document. John Brice`s Will 1716 Brice`s former chapel of 1676



Benjamin Jeanes lived at The Abbots House from 1812 until 1838



1,2,3, Hillside Charmouth



An early photograph showing it before the bell tower was added. The same view today with the plaque showing improvements.

Improvements that were made to the neighbouring Chapel over the years.



Restorations over the centuries.



Unveiling the Plaque commemorating King Charles II Stay of The Abbots House in 1902



Rear of Abbots House in 1890 clearly showing how it was divided into two parts. 



Rear of Abbots House 

The Rev. Joseph Ogle and his wife and  family in the garden at 

the rear of the House clearly showing the massive ancient 

chimney stack . He was Minister between 1904 and 1920.

The massive  chimney Stack  in 1920  at the rear of the  house.



A View of the Street showing the back of The Abbots House and Chapel in 1886

1886 Ordnance Survey Map



A View of the Street showing the back of The Abbots House and Chapel in 1928

1928 Ordnance Survey Map



The Coronation Procession passing The Abbots House in 1911



The Abbot`s House



The Abbot`s House



The Abbot`s House



The Abbots House in 1906



The Abbot`s House in 1906



A View of the Street showing the west side  of The Abbots House and Chapel in 1900



Census Returns for The Abbot`s House

1841 Census Richard Gill, aged 45 living at The Manse.

1851 Census shows Frederick Smith, aged 50 living at The Manse.

1911 Census shows Joseph Ogle, aged 68 living there

1871 Census shows Ephraim Perkins, aged 53 living at The Manse.

1891 Census shows Henry Gibbons, aged 31 living there



1841 Tithe Map and 1886 Ordnance Survey Map of Abbots House.



1901 Tithe Map and 1928 Ordnance Survey Map of Abbots House.



1960 Tithe Map and 2022 Ordnance Survey Map of Abbots House.



Clifford John Stapleforth 1930 – 1936 

1911 Census aged 20 living at Black Dog Inn, 

Uplyme with his mother, Sarah Stapleforth.
1916 War record, aged 25 

married living at Charmouth.

1921 Census aged 31 living at no. 2 Firlands, The Street, Charmouth

married to Elsie with two children, Stanley aged 5 and Donald , aged 3

Harry Pryers Auction of land in Charmouth

Clifford Stapleforth`s Advert in 

Charmouth Official Guide in 1934



Clifford John Stapleforth 1930 – 1936 



Clifford John Stapleforth 1930 – 1936 

Broadlands, Bracoden, The Bower House, Pembroke and Orchard End

Drawing for one of the houses.Plan of  houses.

Letter from Stapleforth in 1924



The Abbots House in 1930



Clifford Stapleforth - Owner of The Abbot`s House from 1930 - 1936.



The Abbots House in 1936



Entrance Hall



Dining Room



Drawing Room



Residents Lounge



The Dining Room



The Abbot`s House



The original plans shown above 

are of the extension they had 

built which extended the hotel to 

the west. The 1939 Census 

shows them aged 30 and 36

respectively. 

Louis and Doris De Ville owners of Queen`s Armes Hotel 1936 -1944



The Home Guard marching past the Queens Armes in 1942



The Main Road, Detached FREEHOLD 13th CENTURY 

GUEST HOUSE and RESTAURANT. THE QUEEN'S 

ARMES,CHARMOUTH. Eleven Bedrooms (nine n. and c.). 

Two Bathrooms, Two Cloak-rooms Three Lounges, Office. 

Restaurant, 27"- oy . 18ft 13 August 1948- Western Gazette .

Mr. L.B.A. Teague - Owner of Abbot`s House from 1944 - 1948

Advert by L.B.A. Teague in 1946 Advert for sale of Queen`s Armes by   L.B.A. Teague in 

1948 



Adverts for The Queen`s Armes 



The Abbot`s House in 1959



The Abbot`s House in 1959



The Abbot`s House in 1959



The Abbot`s House in 1964



The Abbot`s House in 1966



Comparison of original layout of Abbots House with that of todays. 



Comparison of original layout of Abbots House with that of todays. 



Abbots House Hotel in 2024 



Rear of Abbots House 
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