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THE ABBOT S HOUSE. CHARMOUTH
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A Watercolour of The Queens Arms in 1827 by Thomas Carter Galpin.
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Early records of The Queens Arms
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William Bowdythe holds by copy
dated 22 Jul 1546, a messuage or
cottage and 2 acres of land viz; a
curtilage and le Common close.for
lives of himself and brother Robert;
fine 40s , rent 20s ‘this is fairest
house [in] the town and buylded
by the last abbot of Foorde.’ This
house granted to Roger Collwill
and his children, Nicholas and
Rebecca, by copy 28 1561, fine £6.

"An Indenture between Frances
Limbry one part and John
Stokes of Lyme Regis in the
county of Dorset, gentleman
and Elizabeth, his wife of the
other part for the sum of eighty
pounds sell all that Messuage at
Charmouth known by the name
of the Queens Armes -
December 1671”.

Frances Limbry’s sale of the Queens Arms in 1671



Charmouth at the time of the ownership by the Abbot of Forde showing the boundary wall and bank.
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The Abbots House its association with Catherine of Aragon.

CATHERINE o¢ ARAGON'S CREST FOUND MIDDEN AT THE

"JUEENS ARMES, CHARMQUTH, DORSET.
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The Pomegranate and Tudor Rose



A copy of the original Sale of Charmouth to Sir William Petre by Queen Elizabeth | in 1564.
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The initials for Thomas Charde that can be seen on the exterior of Forde Abbey and The Abbots House.
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Thomas Chardes Gtea i Thomas Charde Initials above doorway of the Abbots House




The original entrance that was discovered by Stapleforth soon after his purchase of the Abbots House.
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A Photograph of the doorway soon after it was revealed in 1930 The doorway today after recent restoration



Roger Colwill 1588
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The Will for Roger Colwell
Clothier. | give 12 pence to the
Cathedral of Bristol. 5 shillings to
the Church of Charmouth. I give
to my son Nicholas and his wife
Edith my tenement in the Manor
of Charmouth in which William
Rockett now dwelleth for four
score and ten years. | give my
tenement in Charmouth where
Elizabeth Blackford, widow lives
to Rebecca my daughter. | give to
John Norris, my brother in law of
Eype 12 pence. | make Alice, my
wife my sole Executrix withnesses
john Lymbery

and his children, Nicholas and Rebecca, by copy 28 1561, fine £6

William Bowdythe holds by copy dated 22 Jul 1546, a messuage or cottage and 2 acres of land viz; a
curtilage and le Common close.for lives of himself and brother Robert; fine 40s , rent 20s ‘this is fairest
house [in] the town and buylded by the last abbot of Foorde.’ This house granted to Roger Collwill




References to Ralph and Thomas Tibbes — Stewards of Charmouth

Thomas Chard, the last Abbot of Ford. 7

Thus the Abbot was not inattentive to the claims of his own
family,” as is remarked by Dr. Oliver; and he further (27th
Sept., 1535) gave a convent lease of lands in Charmouth,

Turneworth, Toller, and Cattyscliff,* to Ralph Tybbes of
Charmouth, and his son Thomas.

Thomas Tybbes has at this time shown me a patent of
£5 a year if the exercising of the office of Bailiff,
granted it appears, by the last abbot of Ford, albeit
Tybbes has not enjoyed the same as it is reported in
his time. The patent was granted to the father of
Tybbes & to himself jointly as may appear.

He appointed the same John Chidley and Jobn Tibbes
bailiffs and stewards of the convent property in Thorn-
combe Tale, Countisbury, and Linton; of Burstock and
Little Wyneor in Dorset, and of Strete in Somerset, with
annuities of £5 Gs. 84.; and he made Ralph Tybbes of
Charmouth and his son Thomas bailiffs of the abbey
manors of Charmouth, Toller, and Turneworth, with an
annuity of £5. He also granted to John Tibbes and to
Thomas Marker of Payhembury all the tithes and grain of
Payhembury parish with the exception of the tithes of corn
and grain in Thurleston and in the glebe belonging to the
vicar, to hold the same for a term of forty ycars at the
vearly rent of £30 Gs. 84,

Joan Tybbes widow of Ralf Tybbes, holds during her
widowhood, lands called Nythewayes, parcels of land
called Newland lying in 4 closes, 18 acres of land, 2 of
meadow and 16 of pasture; to hold for lives of herself and
Thomas Tybbes (dead) by copy dated 23 Apr 1525, under
no fine because the rent of 16s 8d has increased in total to
26s 8d pa. Reversion alleged granted to William Lymbery
(dead), Philip Lymbery (dead) and Henry Lymbery, sons
of William, 16 Apr 1548

The said John Lymbery holds by copy dated 29 Sep 1545,
24 acres of land viz;; 2 closes of pasture called Yandover
(18 a), and les Cleves there (6 a); for the lives of himself
and John his son; fine 66s rent 26s 4d.
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Sir William Petre and Sir John Petre, Lords of The Manor of Charmouth from 1564 until 1575
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Buildings that were once owned by The Limbrys in the 16" Century

-

The Elms (Mann's Tenement) Little Lodge (Yandover)



The Limbry Family Tree

John Limbry

l

Edward Limbry

Purchases Abbots House. Yandover, The Elms, Charmouth

an income of £50 a year in 1588 died in 1614

(1) John Limbry the Elder
Mariner
Inherits most of
Estate from his father

l House and other properties from Sir John Petre in 1575

Joan

(2) Walter Whiting

A Mariner

Living in Ratcliffe, Limehouse

Died in 1625

|

John Limbry - born in Charmouth
A Mariner living in Ratcliffe, Stepney
Inherits Abbots House
Married 1634, died before 1670

Frances James
sells the Abbotts House in 1671
or £80 to John Stoakes

Edward Limbry
Mariner of Lyme Regis

L

—

1659 -

1663 -

Frances Limbry }—| William Martha Limbry
Married in 1658 Thwaites of Born and
1638 - Ratcliff, Died in 1637
John Thwaites ARTEES
Thwaites

1617 - 1682 Dies 1646 |
| | | L
|| Andrew Limbry inherits William Limbry inherits west| | .
—1 East part of Charmouth part of Charmouth House, f—| cith Bridgett {—|] John B | Jonn Lush
House and Sea Weston Manns and Yandover) Limbry = Osborne Ll yzilis I_\/Iarned
died in 1692 1601 - 1674 FoEy T 10 LB
Mary — (2)James Parsons [ Joan — | (1) Chappel

Alias Hutchens.




Edward Limbry's Will of 1645
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| Bequeathe to my son, Andrew
Limbry a Messuage in Charmouth
where | now dwell and one situated in
Sea Weston unto my son, William
the moiety on the east lying and
being west part unto the said
Andrew. Also | give to my son,
Andrew my tenement called Manns
and my tenement called Yandover
lying in Charmouth and the west part
of Sea Common lying in Charmouth.
Edith now wife of William Limbry. |
give unto my daughter, Bridget, the
wife of John Osborne one yearly sum
of four pounds out of the tenement
called Manns. | give unto my
daughter, Joan five pounds. | make
my sons William and andrew my
executors.

The Tomb for John Limbry and his

daughter Margaret Stuckly who
was buried in 1658.



Frances Limbry's sale of The Abbots House to John and Elizabeth Stokes for £80 in 1671
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An Indenture between Frances Limbry of Ratcliff in county of Middlesex, widow, William Thwaites of Ratcliff( lime
house), aforesaid Mariner and of Frances, his wife of the one part and John Stoakes of Lyme Regis in the county
of Dorset, gentleman and Elizabeth, his wife of the other part for the sum of eighty pounds sell all that Messuage
at Charmouth in the county of Dorset commonly called or known by the name of the Queens Armes and all
houses, outhouses, stables, barns, orchards, etc. and all those two little plots of ground containing 3/4 acre out of
the common land of Charmouth with the plot of waste land lying by the Havenside on one part where a lime kiln
formerly stood and containing by estimation 1/4 acre 23rd December 1671”.



Records relating to John and Frances Limbry of Ratcliffe, Limehouse,
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1634 Marriage of John Limbury of Ratcliffe,
Mariner and Frances James by License.

1637 JUNE 25™ Plague Burial -Martha,
daughter of John Limbrey of Ratcliffe,
Mariner and Frances his wife.

1681 Frances Limbery, Widow of Ratcliff
in the Parish of Stepney aged about 65.

There is also a deed in Dorset Reord Office (D-FRY/83) where in 1625 John Lymbry the Elder assigns Land in Charmouth

to Walter Whiting of Limehouse, Middlesex which confirms their earlier link.
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After his John Limbury's death, his wife Joan was
to move to Ratcliff with her 4 children and marry
Walter Whiting, a Mariner. This would explain why
her eldest child, John never returned to
Charmouth. Walter Whitting's Will is very extensive
and refers to her previous marriage.

| give and bequeathe unto the four children of my wife, Joanne that she had by her former

husband to wit, john, Sara,Rebecca and Margaret Limbry four shillings apiece.

Walter Whitinge of Limehouse’s Will of 1625



King Charles Stay for one night at the Abbots House on the 22"d September 1651

. SLEPT HERE
SEPTEMBER 22-23.165]1.

ERECTED MARCH 31.1902.

Front of House with plaque e ROYyal Oak Inn in Charmouth
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John and Elizabeth Stoake's sale of The Abbots House to Eleanor Floyer for £140 in 1673
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King Charles Il return to Charmouth in 1671
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Eleanor Floyer —-Owner of The Abbots House from 1671 - 1673
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Sir William Pole (1561-1635) — Lord of the Manor of Charmouth Shute Manor House
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Eleanor Floyer's gift of The Abbot's House to her daughters in 1673
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Rev. John Brice occupied The Abbots House from 1676 until 1717
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John Brice's bequest to the Congregational Church of the Abbots House in 1716
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Description of transaction on front of Document. John Brice's Will 1716 Brice's former chapel of 1676



Benjamin Jeanes lived at The Abbots House from 1812 until 1838
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1,2.3, Hillside Charmouth




Improvements that were made to the neighbouring Chapel over the years.

| FOUNDED 1689. ’
REBUILT 1815. '}
RESTORED 1866.

TRESTOND, 100

.

Ry
Lo

An early photograph showing it before the bell tower was added. The same view today with the plague showing improvements.



Restorations over the centuries.




Unveiling the Plague commemorating King Charles Il Stay of The Abbots House in 1902




Rear of Abbots House in 1890 clearly showing how it was divided into two parts.




Rear of Abbots House

8

The Rev. Joseph Ogle his wife and family in the garden at
the rear of the House clearly showing the massive ancient
chimney stack . He was Minister between 1904 and 1920.

The massive chimney Stack in 1920 at the rear of the house.




A View of the Street showing the back of The Abbots House and Chapel in 1886
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A View of the Street showing the back of The Abbots House and Chapel in 1928
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The Coronation Procession passing The Abbots House in 1911
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The Abbot's House




The Abbot's House
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The Abbot's House
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The Abbots House in 1906
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A View of the Street showing the west side of The Abbots House and Chapel in 1900
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Census Returns for The Abbot's House
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1911 Census shows Joseph Ogle, aged 68 living there




1841 Tithe Map and 1886 Ordnance Survey Map of Abbots House.

Buri

G rowu




1901 Tithe Map and 1928 Ordnance Survey Map of Abbots House.




1960 Tithe Map and 2022 Ordnance Survey Map of Abbots House.
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Clifford John Stapleforth 1930 — 1936

= SHORT SERVICE. 7o
(For th tion of the War, with the Colours and in the Atmy Beserve),
ATTESTATION OF
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ecord, aged 25

Uplyme with his mother, Sarah Stapleforth. married living at Charmouth.

CHARMOUTH

QUEEN’S ARMES

PRIVATE HOTEL & CAFE

Bed & Breakfast. Luncheons & Teas.
Large and Small Parties Catered for.
Hot and Cold Water in Bedrooms.
: Electric Light Throughout.
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1921 Census aged 31 living at no. 2 Firlands, The Street, Charmouth

married to Elsie with two children, Stanley aged 5 and Donald , aged 3

—

EstatE OF MR, H. W. PRYER, DECEASED,
CHARMOUTH, DORSET.

INPORTANT FREEHOLD PROPERTTES, mainly
situate in the centre of this much-favoured Seaside
and Residential Resort, including “STANLEY
HOUSE,” a well-placed PRIVATE RESIDENCE,
Five COTTAGES with Gardens, and Valuable Aregs |
of CHOICE BUILDING LAND with extensive
Street frontage, the major lots affording V
Possession, which, by order of the TRUSTERS,

FSSRS. W. PALMER & Co., and

R. 4G, SNELL Lo, will SELL by ATC-
h: w’g;ON, at Charmouth, on TURSDAY, May
10t
Particulars may be had from Messrs, Wi, Forwarp
& Soxs, Solicitors ; or frem the AvcTIONEERS, both
| Axminstez, e

FREEHOLDS AT CHARMOUTH.

Considerable local interest was shown 1 the
auction sale of the l“t Mr. rey W, Pr.vgr',g
frechold estate, conducted at the Church Hall,
(hormouth, last week, by Messrs, W. Palmer
& Co. and R. & C. Syell, Lid., of Axminster.
A piece of garden land, with stabling, &c.,
known as ~ Street's Tenement,” having front-
age of ahout 65 feet 1o the main street, was
acquived by My, C. J. Staple orth. of Cher-
mouth, 2t £70. A building site, with the work-
shops at the corner of Lower Sea-lane and the
main_street, realised £270 to g‘l James
I;m of Lyme u.‘ Nhe !dl‘“‘:ntli:te. with
ronts i3 eol, wen w0, E-
Lillin.gf)f% at £240, and at £460
Mr, C, J. Stapleforth purchased “ Pear Glose,”
about an acre of pasture land, with f tage
to Lower Sea-lanc. “Stanley Hous_e,”'wit_h its

Harry Pryers Auction of land in Charmouth

This charming old house, which sheltered King Charles II
in 1651, is now run as an unlicensed Hotel by the present
owner, who has done much to restore the building to its
14th century state. Whilst the old-world atmosphere has
been restored, modern amenities have been carefully
introduced.
There is a charming Tea Garden (at rear of house).
Hard Tennis Court for Hire.
AA. Garage. C.T.C. (Hotel List)

Proprietors 5 4 C. ]. & R. STAPLEFORTH.

-
EE LR L LR L L L L L)

Clifford Stapleforth’s Advert in
Charmouth Official Guide in 1934



Clifford John Stapleforth 1930 — 1936
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PRIVATE Horg,,
Motor Engineer and Repazrer ’( e ‘4

Telograms Staplforth, Charmouth Telephone No. 7




Clifford John Stapleforth 1930 — 1936

# C J. STAPLEFORTH

o

Moror Engineer & Repairer
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Plan of houses. Drawing for one of the houses.



The Abbots House in 1930




Clifford Stapleforth - Owner of The Abbot's House from 1930 - 1936.




The Abbots House in 1936

(Private) Hotel """’
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Drawing Room




dents Lounge

Res




The Dining Room




The Abbot's House
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Louis and Doris De Ville owners of Queen's Armes Hotel 1936 -1944

L M.DeViLLe, £sq.

SECT\ON. : FIRST Frooe VLAM.

Reference No. of Planm_—
Submitted by.__cAﬁ..m:HARDMN .
on behalf of _LM. DEVILLE ESQ

FOR

EXTENSIONS 4 QUEEN'S ARHS |

HOTEL, CHARAOUTH. |

Date— Lo Harek /o090 |
. a6kl

The original plans shown above
are of the extension they had
built which extended the hotel to
the west. The 1939 Census
shows them aged 30 and 36
respectively.




The Home Guard marching past the Queens Armes in 1942




Mr. L.B.A. Teague - Owner of Abbot’s House from 1944 - 1948

The
Queen’s Armes Hotel

& RESTAURANT
CHARMOUTH

CCHE Hotel is beautifully situated nestling between
the hills, sheltered from all cold winds, overlooking
sea and surrounding country, on the level, a few
minutes walk from the beach and close to Golf Links

H. and C. in all Bedrooms Garage adjoining

Recommended
A.A. R.A.C.

Queen Catherine
of Aragon
and
King Charles II
stayed here

| ST e O P
(KING CHARLES)
j\ I _BEDROOI
) (L BEDROOI,

CCHERE are grounds extending to three acres

The whole of the catering is either British or Dominion,
only the best being good enough Fruit and
Vegetables from own gardens

Proprietor : L. B. A. TEAGUE Tel.: 39

ON THE PREMISES ON TUESDAY

Delightt e, storic coasta
ghtfully placed in an hi C

village, clofe to the borders of Devon.

The »hed FREEHO
13th éﬂM&d.GDench HOUSE &
Bieve (nine B
SVen K-rooms,

c.), Two Bathrooms, Two Cloa

Three Lounges, Office, Restaurant, g

18ft., Kitchen, Scullery, Pantry, &c., Shop

Numerous Outbuildin Grounds 8 le

1% Acres. To be og:i'ed as & 1

ke et o B
. u ent.

gxi-:“iny G‘:a. mandmuv.vlsﬁr. septic Tank

age (main available).
JETUE & A
ACCALLUM, FRENCH & GIBSON are

L it S e e
unless previously 4

the Premm:s. on Tuespay, AuvcusT 17th

Advert by L.B.A. Teague in 1946

948, at 3 p.m. '

Psrticuhx?s from the %‘n"m’": ue::;:.

utchings & Hutchings, ﬂg:‘vf:m :
v, .

The Main Road, Detached FREEHOLD 13th CENTURY
GUEST HOUSE and RESTAURANT. THE QUEEN'S
ARMES,CHARMOUTH. Eleven Bedrooms (nine n. and c.).
Two Bathrooms, Two Cloak-rooms Three Lounges, Office.
Restaurant, 27"- oy . 18ft 13 August 1948- Western Gazette .

Advert for sale of Queen's Armes by L.B.A. Teague in
1948



Adverts for The Queen's Armes

AA** RAC*

The Queens drmes Hotel

CHARMOUTH DORSET

Telephone: Charmouth 60339

The Queens Armes was a Manor House for the Abbot of Forde,
Catherine of Aragon stopped there in 1501. In 1651 the Hotel figured
largely in the Famous Flight of King Charles to France after the ill-
fated Battle of Worcester. King Edward VIl when Prince of Wales
visited the Hotel

Large Tranquil Gardens, situated five minutes level walk to beaches.
Private Car Park. The Cuisine is excellent offering a variety of
traditional Cordon Bleu and Modern Dishes. Complemented by
excellent choice of Wines from the well-stocked cellar.

Brochure on Request.

Brochure on Kequest

- ——— e — — - — _— e g e T —

“Here in this house was lodged King Charles
Come in Sirs you may venture

For here is entertainment good

For Churchman or dissenter.™

THE GOOD FOOD GUIDE REPORTS:
1967-68

This small medieval building, in the steep village street,
must be near one's ideal of a simple country inn. The food has
improved enormously since Mr. and Mrs. Besley took over owner.
ship in 1963, and is matched by their friendly and personal ser-
vice, commented on by many members. Meals are table d'hote
only, with slight choice but with skilful variations from day to
day, and prepared by a chef of undoubted imagination: recom-
mended dishes range from Devon Broth to Beefsteak Creole, by
way of Wiltshire Ham baked in Cider, Shishkebabs, Pincapple
Fritters, and most curiously a first course of fig and lychee cock-
tail. The wines are not remarkable, and are sold by the hal
bottle only, starting with White Bordeaux at 8/3.




The Abbot's House in 1959
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The Abbot's House in 1959




The Abbot's House in 1959
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The Abbot's House in 1964




The Abbot's House in 1966
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Comparison of original layout of Abbots House with that of todays.

1815 1939
ORIGINAL 16TH CENTURY BUILDING EXTENSION EXTENSION

Extension Extension

1815 1939

(el

WINDOW

WINDOW  DOOR WINDOW DOOR  WINDOW WINDOW



Comparison of original layout of Abbots House with that of todays.

ORIGINAL 16TH CENTURY BUILDING
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Abbots House Hotel in 2024




Rear of Abbots House

The Retreat
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